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neural process reflected from a centre; by a similar process
a muscle is called into action. No one supposes that the
neural process is in the one case secretory, in the other motory:
in both it is the same process in the nerve ; and our investi-
gation of it would be greatly hampered if we did not disengage
it from all the suggestions hovering around the ideas of secre-
tion and muscular action. In like manner we must disengage
the neural process of a sensory reaction from all the sugges-
tions hovering around the idea of Consciousness, when that
term designates a complex of many reactions. In Problem III.
we shall enter more particularly into the distinction between
Sensibility and Consciousness; for the present it must suffice to
say that great ambiguity exists in the current usage of these
terms. Sometimes Consciousness stands as the equivalent
of Sensibility; sometimes as a particular mode of Sensibility
known as Eeflection, Attention, and Thought The former
meaning is an extension of the term similar to that given
to the word Eose, which originally meaning Red came to be
restricted to a particular red flower; and after other flowers
of the same land were discovered which had yellow and white
petals, instead of red, the term rose still adhered even to
these. "Yellow Eose" is therefore as great a verbal solecism as
unconscious sensation. We have separated the redness from
the rose, and can then say that the colour is one thing, the flower
another. By a similar process of abstraction we separate
Consciousness from Sensation, and we can then say that there
are sensations without consciousness. In consequence of
this, psychologists often maintain that to have a sensation
and be conscious of it are two different states. We are said
to hear a sound, and yet not to be conscious of hearing it.
The sound excites a movement, but it does not excite our
consciousness. Now although it is true that there are roses
which are not red, it is not true that there are roses which
have no colour at all Although it is true that there are
sensations which are not of the particular mode of Sensibility
which psychologists specially designate as Consciousness, it is
not true that the):e are sensations which are not modes of
Sensibility.